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Death toll may rise hy tens of thousands

By CHRIS BRUMMITT
Associated Press Writer

Indonesia - World leaders
were heading to southern Asia
on Tuesday to get a firsthand
glimpse of the devastation
wreaked by last week’s
earthquake and tsunamis, as
well as hammer out a plan to
help the millions of victims,
while the death toll neared
150,000.

The number was expected
to soar even higher with relief
workers saying the west coast
of Indonesia’s Sumatra island,
which was closest to the Dec.
26 quake, has been a lot harder
hit than previously thought
and tens of thousands more are
expected to be dead.

But rushing aid to anyone
still alive in the area has proved
a nightmare, with the tiny
handful of roads there having
been washed away. While
rescuers work round-the-clock
on the ground, leaders from
stricken nations and world
donors will meet in Indonesia
on Thursday to iron out
problems in coordinating an
unprecedented US$2 billion
global relief operation. They
will also discuss an ambitious
plan to set up an Indian Ocean
tsunami warning system.

Asian leaders including
Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi - whose
nation’s US$500 million pledge
makes it the biggest contributor
so far - are to attend the summit,
along with U.S. Secretary
of State Colin Powell, U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan,
World Bank President James
Wolfensohn, and top European
Union officials.

The death toll has leapt by
the tens of thousands on an
almost daily basis. It was at
139,253 Tuesday.

Indonesia has been worst hit
with 94,081 deaths, Sri Lanka
has 30,196, India 9,479 and
Thailand 5,187. Sri Lanka, India
and Thailand said they were
preparing to increase their
tallies by more than 15,000, by
declaring thousands of missing
as dead.

Jan Egeland, the U.N.
humanitarian chief, said it
would keep climbing, especially
on Sumatra where the number
of dead has already reached
more than 90,000.

Aid workers originally
thought the island’s northern
province, Aceh, took the brunt
of the temblor and tsunami,
but now believe the low-lying
western coastline was hardest
hit.

What ahout the
Cayman Islands?

Imagine if the Cayman Islands had not endured a
near-miss by a category 4 hurricane last September, but instead
suffered a direct hit by a category 5 storm. Imagine if we had
awakened the next day to a country soaked in the blood of
10,000 dead. It could have happened. What would we have
asked of the world if all Grand Cayman’s people were left
homeless. Undoubtedly we would have hoped for (expected?)
help from countries big and small, near and far.
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Critics are now charging that the US government is not
giving enough to the Asian and African victims of the Indian
Ocean tsunami. They point out that, as a percentage of GDP,
the US pledge is small compared to some other wealthy nations.
That is an interesting point to consider, but what about us?

What percentage of our GDP should the Cayman Islands
government give to the tsunami victims? Is zero percent
acceptable to us? Individuals in the Cayman Islands are giving
already but a pledge of aid from our government would
be a loud statement about Caymanian generosity. It would
immediately elevate the stature of our society both at home
and abroad. We can be the little country with a big heart.

If we need inspiration, consider the impoverished nation
of East Timor. Despite a per capita annual income of around
US$500, one of the world’s lowest, their government has
promised US$50,000 for tsunami victims. Cayman’s per capita
income is the world’s fifth highest at US$35,000.

Yes, we are recovering from our own disaster. Ivan’s visit
in 2004 cost us millions of dollars and has left us fatigued.
One might argue, however, that the experience should make
us more compassionate, not less so.

Right now there are more than 150,000 dead and five
million left homeless by the Indian Ocean tsunami. No matter
how small, an official pledge of aid from our government would
be the right thing to do.

“Charity begins at home”, is the quick response from those
who don’t want to help people in faraway lands.

T agree, charity does begin at home. But isn’t the Earth our
home and all people our people? Distance and the imaginary
lines that separate nations should never shorten the reach of
our compassion.

World news editor Guy P. Harrison is at guy@cfp.Ry

An American Navy flight crewman carries a young injured evacuee at the airport in Banda Aceh, the capital of Aceh province in northwestern

Indonesia. Photo: AP

Survivors

BANDA ACEH (AP) - Even
as the death toll from the
tsunami that devoured Asian
shorelines neared 150,000,
serving as reminders of the
fragility of life, the discovery
of survivors became a
testament to its resilience.
Dozens of desperate, weakened
Indonesians were rescued from
coastal villages, many too weak
to move or speak.

But as international relief
operations picked up steam,
the United Nations warned
that the area hardest hit by the
Dec. 26 earthquake and walls
of water - the western coast
of Indonesia’s Sumatra island
- had not yet been reached
and that the number of dead
could increase by the tens of
thousands.

Getting aid to the living

Around the devastated Indian Ocean rim, $2 billion in
promised international aid began to reach survivors of the

Dec. 26 earth quake and tsunami.

The U.S. military is delivering
supplies from the aircraft carrier
USS Abraham Lincoln staffed with
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» More than 500 local and foreign
physicians are treating the injured.
Rice, sugar and lentils were delivered
from the U.N. World Food Program.
» U.S. Marines delivered water-
purifying equipment.

» The Prime Minister visited Phuket Island
hoping to boost the tourism industry that
is critical to the country’s economy.

brought in to help
evastated areas.

i Indonesia

»-A dozen U.S.
helicopters
delivered
biscuits, energy
drinks and
instant noodles
to villages on the
west coast of
Sumatra. The
UNICEF agency
_ plans to establish
600 schools to
serve 120,000
children there.
» Four
Indonesian navy
frigates loaded
with supplies
arrived in
Meulaboh.
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